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HB 6403- AN ACT CONCERNING UTILITY TERMINATION FOR
HOUSEHOLDS WITH A MEMBER LESS THAN TWENTY-FOUR
MONTHS OLD.

The CT Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics supports
this bill and we are very pleased that the Energy and Technology
Committee has seen fit to raise this as a priority issue.

As you know, present law prohibits the termination of gas and electric
service during the winter moratorium, November 1 to May 1 in
customers with hardship and customers with life threatening conditions
are protected year round. This new bill would add infants and toddlers
as a category for protection against utility termination, and extend the
dates for several additional weeks.

We believe it would make it a much stronger and more meaningful bill if
the utility companies were unable to terminate the service year-round.

The reason it is so important that this bill be extended to customers
with children under the age of 2 is that as many people have come to
realize what pediatricians have always known—that children are not
just little adults. The immature ability of infants and toddlers to regulate
their body temperatures makes them more vulnerable than healthy
adults to extreme variations in temperature in the summer heat and in
the winter cold.! Given the high cost of heating and cooling, families
have been forced to choose between paying for food and gas/electricity.

Research conducted by the Children’s HealthWatch and Boston Medical
Center found that children in households with a utility shut-off or who
have been refused delivery of heating fuel, or perhaps even use their
cooking stove as a source of heat weret:




» 229% more likely to have been hospitalized since birth
* 36% more likely to be reported in fair or poor heaith
* 82% more likely to be at risk for developmental delays

Many families that are unable to pay their gas, electric, or heating-fuel
bills often rely on unsafe and improvised energy sources such as gas-
stoves and candle-firesi. Alternative heating sources can result in
severe, negative health consequences for children including:

Increased incidence of burns"
Elevated carbon monoxide exposure’

* Higher rates of respiratory [llness"
In 2002, 24% of all fatal home candle fires happened in households in
which power had been terminated. Children aged less than 5 years had
a 2.5-fold relative risk for death, the highest of all age groups."t

Currently, four other states have passed legislation prohibiting utility
termination in households with young children including
Massachusetts, Idaho, Minnesota and Wisconsinvii,

There is no cost to the state. Yes, utility bills will continue to accrue and
households are still responsible for the cost.

Please support changing raised H.B. 6403 to help protect the health of
Connecticut’s children year-round.
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